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‘T wouldn’t mind betting a couple of quid you're having it off with him somewhere
secret soon.’
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‘That hayrick of yours opposite,” he said, searching desperately for another subject. ‘It’s
full of rats.’
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‘I reckon they’re too artful.’
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‘Nor me, Mr Rummins. All ratcatchers is slimy cunning creatures.’
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‘No one’s potting no rats alongside of me, don’t matter how good they are.’
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‘Tell him to put it away,” Rummins said, slow and hostile, ‘T don’t mind dogs nor sticks
but I'll be buggered if I'll have rifles.’
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The alarm had been given now and the rats were coming out quicker, one or two of them

every minute, fat and long-bodied, crouching close to the ground as they ran through
the grass into the hedge.
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...I could remember the grim scowling presence of Rummins beside me, working with a

desperate urgency and watching the sky and shouting at the men to hurry.
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Instantly the boy seemed to freeze, staring stupidly at the newly exposed face of the rick,

unable to believe or perhaps refusing to believe what this thing was that he had cut in

two.
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