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The stillness was overpowering. There was no sound at all, no voice of a bird or insect

anywhere, and ...
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The one I wanted, opisthophthalmus, was a burrower, so I wasted no time turning over

stones.
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The time was twenty minutes before two in the afternoon, and ...
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I’'d cut it rather fine—but no matter.
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It was more of a leer than a grin, an insolent mocking leer that seemed to be saying, ‘I

am the king of the gasoline pumo at B’ir Rawd Salim! Touch me if you dare!
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I emptied the glass, and poured myself another. Soon I began to_feel less alarmed.
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He went clumping off towards the front of the car, and his walk reminded me of a

drunken Hitler Stormtrooper doing the goosestep in very slow motion.
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“You can see,” the Arab was saying, ‘it was hanging on by a single thread. A good thing I
noticed it.’
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