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Madame Rosette
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‘T've done it. I did it while you were getting the whisky. They’re all gone. It isn’t any

good.’
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On the ground he moved slowly and lazily like a tired person and he thought slowly and

lazily like a sleepy child, but when he was up in the air his mind was quick and his
movements were quick, so quick that they were like reflex actions.
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Obviously this was a woman who stood no nonsense.
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He was really a gentle person and now he was feeling worried about having started

something which might become complicated.
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Stuffy said, ‘Oh, won’t the girls be pleased when we rescue them?’

‘Jesus,” said the Stag, ‘it ought to be a party.’
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They have all of them made some mistake or other which Rosette either engineered or

found out about, and now she has put the screws on them;
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The driver protested vigorously, but when William gave him ten piasters, he gave him
the reins. William sat high up on the driver’s seat with the driver beside him.
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They didn’t seem drunk, it wasn’t about money and it wasn’t about one of her girls. It
was about herself and she didn’t like it.
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You can’t make fourteen girls in high heels and shiny evening dresses march all over

town with you at night, not for long anyway, not for long, even if it is a formality of the

military.
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They were good-looking girls, young and good-looking, all different, completely different

from each other because they were Greek and Syrian and French and Italian and light
Egyptian and Yugoslav and many other things, but they were good-looking, all of them
were good-looking and handsome.
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‘Med’'moiselles,” he said. ‘It will be a pleasure for us to escort you home. I will take five of

you,” —he had worked it all out— ‘Stuffy will take five, and Jamface will take four. We

will take three gharries and I will take five of you in mine and I will drop you home one
at a time.’
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