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Understanding the difference between appearance and reality will be furthered by a
discussion of the nature of observation. There is no deep philosophy or physics required
to note the obvious effects of perspective on the results of observation. Because of their
different distances, a hiking companion can appear to be as tall as a mountain. But we
know the mountain is much bigger.

One of the keys to recognizing a difference between appearance and reality in this case
is that as you move about and change your perspective, the scenery and your friend
grow and shrink and change size even with respect to each other. The observation is
obviously influenced by the circumstances of the observer, and so what you see depends

in part on you.
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(77) What you see is not the way things are in themselves but the way things are from

your perspective. Perceptions are also episodic in the sense that your friend disappears

when you look away, shows up again when you look back, and so on. But reality is not

episodic in this way. (-f )People and mountains do not blink in and out of existence just

as sticks do not really bend when dipped in water.
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each other. T, grow, shrink, change size even with respect to each other 7% 1 and 2
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