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The cottage stood alone in a corner of the big field. There was a path from the front door

which led across the field to a stile and on over the next field to a gate which opened on

to the lane about three miles from the village.
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There were no other houses in sight and the country around was open and flat and
many of the fields were under the plough because of the war.
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Her black shoes were on the floor beside the chair. On the dressing-table there was a

hairbrush, a letter and a large photograph of a young boy in uniform who wore a pair of
wings on the left side of his tunic.
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Behind the searchlights she saw the flak. It was coming up from the town in a thick
many-coloured curtain, and the flash of the shells as they burst in the sky lit up the

inside of the bomber.
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She knew that they had been hit when she saw the flames from the nearest engine on
the left side. She watched them through the glass of the side panel, licking against the
surface of the wing as the wind blew them backwards, and she watched them take hold
of the wing and come dancing over the black surface until they were right up under the
cockpit itself.
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Then from far away in the south came a deep gentle rumble which grew and grew and

became louder and louder until soon the whole sky was filled with the noise and the

singing of those who were coming back.
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