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It was a fine garden with lawns and beds of azaleas and tall coconut palms, and the
wind was blowing strongly through the tops of the palm trees, making the leaves hiss
and crackle as though they were on fire.
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Just then I noticed a small, oldish man walking briskly around the edge of the pool.
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I couldn’t tell if the accent were Italian or Spanish, but I felt fairly sure he was some

sort of a South American.
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‘Are these chairs taken?
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He was sitting there very still, and it was obvious that a small tension was beginning to
build up inside him.
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‘First,” he said, ‘we’ ave a little Martini.’
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He began to make the Martini, but meanwhile he’d rung the bell and now there was a
knock on the door and a coloured maid came in.
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‘Now place de left hand between dese two nails. De nails are only so I can tie your hand
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in place. All right, good. Now [ tie your hand secure to de table— so.’
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He didn’t blow the flame out; he closed the top of the lighter on it and he waited for
perhaps five seconds before opening it again.

He flicked the wheel very strongly and once more there was a small flame burning on
the wick.
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She looked sorry and deeply concerned.
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