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UNDER THE PALM of one hand the child became aware of the scab of an old cut on his

kneecap. He bent forward to examine it closely. A scab was always a fascinating thing;

it presented a special challenge he was never able to resist.
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---yes, the black parts are snakes, poisonous snakes, adders mostly, and cobras, thick

like tree-trunks round the middle, and --
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He got to his feet and climbed higher up the stairs to obtain a better view of this vast

tapestry of colour and death. Was it possible? Was there enough yellow? Yellow was the

only colour he was allowed to walk on. Could it be done? This was not a journey to be
undertaken lightly; the risks were far too great for that. The child’s face—a fringe of

white-gold hair, two large blue eyes, a small pointed chin—peered down anxiously over

the banisters.
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He came slowly down the stairs and advanced to the edge of the carpet. He extended one
small sandaled foot and placed it cautiously upon a patch of yellow. Then he brought the
other foot up, and there was just enough room for him to stand with the two feet

together. There! He had started! His bright oval face was curiously intent, a shade

whiter perhaps than before, and he was holding his arms out sideways to assist his
balance. He took another step, lifting his foot high over a patch of black, aiming
carefully with his toe for a narrow channel of yellow on the other side.
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-, and he got across safely and rested again on the other side. He was quite breathless

now, and so tense he stood high on his toes all the time, arms out sideways, fists

clenched. He was on a big safe island of yellow.
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Step by step, he edged further ahead, and between each one he paused to decide exactly
where he should put his foot.
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The child went high up on his toes and stayed there, frozen stiff with terror. It was

minutes before he dared to move again.
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