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‘You can’t tell me it’s natural for a six-week-old child to weigh less, less by more than 
two whole pounds than she did when she was born!  Just look at those legs!  They’re 
nothing but skin and bone!’ 
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ル She(the six-week-old child) weighs less (by more 
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‘Yes?’ 
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He picked up the magazine that was still lying on his lap and glanced idly down the list 
of contents to see what it had to offer this week. 
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Regurgitations 
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He never had to use smoke when there was work to do inside a hive and he never wore 
gloves on his hands or a net over his head. 
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He doubted very much whether there would be anything in this that he didn’t know 
already: 
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Albert Taylor took the pipe out of his mouth and examined the grain on the bowl. 
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‘Will you come in and watch the next one and see if she does it again, Albert?’ 
He told her he wouldn’t miss it for anything, and she hugged him again, then turned 
and ran back to the house, skipping over the grass and singing all the way. 
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‘Albert, stop pulling my leg.’ 
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They mix a tiny pinch of it into a big jar of face cream and it’s selling like hot cakes for 
absolutely enormous prices. 
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‘and quite apart from that, we had a shocking honey corp last year, and if you go fooling 
around with those hives now, there’s no telling what might not happen.’ 
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‘What the hell are you talking about, Mabel?’ 
‘Albert,’ Mrs Taylor said.  ‘Your language.’ 
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‘Three times the normal amount!  Isn’t that amazing!’ 
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‘She weighs a ton.’ 
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‘I thought that might surprise you a bit.  And I’ve been making it ever since right 
under your very nose.’  His small eyes were glinting at her, and a slow sly smile was 
creeping around the corners of his mouth. 
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